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_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vigil of Christmas – December 24, 2017
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Liturgical Calendar & Mass Intentions
Confessions heard before all Masses. Sundays 6:45, 8:15 & 10:30am

   Sun, Dec 24 Vigil of Christmas
    7:15am  Intentions of Michael Friedl
    9:00am        Pro Populo
    11:30am †Gerald P. Healy by Fred & Karen Carver

    Mon, Dec 25 The Nativity of Our Lord
    12:00am Pro Populo
    No 7:15am Mass
     9:00am Jonathan Sims by Sims Family
    11:30am Christmas Flower Donors' Intentions

   Sun, Dec 31 Sunday in the Octave of Christmas
    7:15am Matthew Wright by Wright Family
    9:00am Brian Hagerty by Lisa, Mary, Maggie Hagerty
    11:30am Pro Populo

    Tue, Dec 26 St. Stephen
    6:30am Healing and Conversion of Family by Margarita Santiago
    9:00am Conv. Alisa Crisler-Williams by Barb Haloda

    Wed, Dec 27 St. John the Evangelist
    6:30am †Jose de Jesus Camarena Gonzalez by Ileana Bragg
    12:00pm Megan Hagerty Special Intention by Hagerty Family

    Thu, Dec 28 Holy Innocents
    6:30am †Yonathan Haddis by Tsegereda Haile-Sellasie
    9:00am Fr. Matthew McCarthy by Lloyd & Elizabeth Bird

    Fri,  Dec 29 5th Day in the Octave of Christmas
    12:00pm In Honor of Christ’s Agony in the Garden by Elliot Family
    7:00pm Thomas Anderson by Thomas R. Kinsella
    Exposition follows Mass

    Sat, Dec 30  6th Day in the Octave of Christmas
    7:00am Conv. Adam Michael Root 
    9:00am Sims Family by Thomas Anderson

     
     Last Sunday's Collection:    $5,948.25     God reward you.

Fr. Casavantes and Fr. DeGuzman wish one and all, members of St. 
Francis de Sales, a blessed and grace-filled Christmas. May the Christ Child 
watch, guide, and bless you throughout the New Year.

Thank you to all Parish Volunteers: Without the help of all who 
volunteer and are involved in the care and upkeep of St. Francis de Sales, 
proper and worthy worship and honor of God would not be possible. To all 
those who freely give of their valuable time throughout the year, in no 
particular order: MCs and altar servers, the ladies who maintain the flowers 
and altar linens for the glory of God, the office ladies, those who clean the 
church, the ushers and collection counters, the dedicated choir members, the 
CCD staff who nurture the faith of our children, those who provide 
refreshments after Sunday Masses, and those who do maintenance jobs. Last 
but not least, those who provide meals for the priests each week. 
Fr. DeGuzman and I thank each and every one of you. May God truly bless 
and reward y'all for your service and sacrifice now and into the New Year.

Thank you to those who generously gave of their time preparing the 
parish for the worthy celebration Our Lord’s birth.

Confessions: will be heard from 10pm to 11pm before the Christmas 
Midnight Mass.

Christmas Carols will be sung 10 min. prior to the midnight Mass.

Monday, Dec 25 – Second Collection: Catholic Charities

mailto:pastorsfds@gmail.com
mailto:assistantsfds@gmail.com
mailto:pastorsfds@gmail.com
mailto:pastorsfds@gmail.com
http://www.stfrancisdesalesatl.com/
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St. Francis de Sales Parish
Confessions: 15 mins before weekday Masses: Sundays 6:45, 8:15 & 10:30am
Baptism: Contact the parish at least six weeks before birth
Marriage: Contact the parish at least six months before the wedding
Legion of Mary: meets Wednesdays at 7:00pm
Rosary: before 9:00am and 11:30am Sunday Masses
Knights of Columbus: meet 2nd Mon of month: Rosary 6:30pm, dinner, meeting    
 starts 7:30pm:  https://sites.google.com/view/kofc14625/home
Eucharistic Exposition: Friday after evening Mass
Religious Education (CCD): Sundays at 10:15 (Sept-May)
Columbian Squires: Circle meets on 2nd Sunday of the month at 1:15pm
St. Gerard: for desirous, new, and expectant moms: stgerardministry@gmail.com
FNE: Female scouting group meets Sat am: tsosj.fne.girlsgroup15@gmail.com

The Creed
by Msgr. Rudolph G. Bandas, Ph.D; S.T.D.

 Continued …

Whence did Man come?

Secularism is the attitude of those who do not use their intelligence or 
refuse to do so. They slink cowardly away from the question which so 
imperiously demands an answer: Whence did I come? To explain man’s 
existence by referring to his parents is not an adequate answer, for they in 
turn depend upon others. Even if one pushed the series of ancestors back 
over all eternity, the series would be eternally insufficient to explain its 
existence; it would for all eternity demand a First Cause who Himself is 
independent. If we rely wholly for our being upon the Creator, we are 
subject to Him; we are bound by His divine laws in private and public life. 
Therefore man who uses his reason must of necessity be religious.

What is Man?

The secular shies with equal lack of courage from the second question 
which imperatively commands the attention of every man: What am I?  
Science makes it clear that the material elements of man’s body change 
every seven years. Yet man notices that there is in him something 
indivisible which despite the composition and flux of matter remains one - 
something which is not affected by matter, something which retains its 
individuality independently and apart from matter. He notices that there 
exists a struggle between his body and a higher principle in him. Worldling 
though he may be, he knows how to exercise control over his own body, 
mortifying it and even sacrificing it. He has universal and abstract ideas 
which cannot be secreted or changed by the limited, particularized 
chemical gray matter of his brain. He has free will, an attribute which is 
never predicated of matter. He must inevitably conclude that there is in 
man a spiritual principle superior to all bodily functions, which can exist 
and act independently of the body and therefore survive it. If the soul is 
immortal, man must of necessity inquire about the meaning of death, about 
existence beyond the grave, about the lot of our dead loved ones - 
questions which deeply interest every man. Hence, unless man leads a 
wholly irrational life, he cannot exclude religious considerations from his 
daily thinking and living.

To be continued …

Fr. Casavantes and Fr. DeGuzman wish one and all, members of St. 
Francis de Sales, a blessed and grace-filled Christmas. May the Christ Child 
watch, guide, and bless you throughout the New Year.

Thank you to all Parish Volunteers: Without the help of all who 
volunteer and are involved in the care and upkeep of St. Francis de Sales, 
proper and worthy worship and honor of God would not be possible. To all 
those who freely give of their valuable time throughout the year, in no 
particular order: MCs and altar servers, the ladies who maintain the flowers 
and altar linens for the glory of God, the office ladies, those who clean the 
church, the ushers and collection counters, the dedicated choir members, the 
CCD staff who nurture the faith of our children, those who provide 
refreshments after Sunday Masses, and those who do maintenance jobs. Last 
but not least, those who provide meals for the priests each week. 
Fr. DeGuzman and I thank each and every one of you. May God truly bless 
and reward y'all for your service and sacrifice now and into the New Year.

Thank you to those who generously gave of their time preparing the 
parish for the worthy celebration Our Lord’s birth.

Confessions: will be heard from 10pm to 11pm before the Christmas 
Midnight Mass.

Christmas Carols will be sung 10 min. prior to the midnight Mass.

Monday, Dec 25 – Second Collection: Catholic Charities

Christmas  - A Plenary Indulgence may be gained by those in the  
Angelic Warfare Confraternity who:
   1.  Receive Holy Communion today with the intention of gaining the
        indulgence.
   2.  Go to Confession (within ±8 days).
   3.  Pray one Our Father, Hail Mary and Apostles’ Creed for the Holy
        Father’s intentions.
   4.  Renew privately the intention to live according to the statutes and
         practices of the Confraternity

The Parish Offices will be closed Tue, Dec 26 and Wed, Dec 27. 

Epiphany Concert 2018: after high Mass on Sunday, January 7. 
This event is sponsored by the parish's CCD Program.  More details to 
follow.

Adult Education: Classes resume January 7, 2018 

Sunday Socials: Families and/or individuals are needed to assist with 
snacks following the 11:30am Mass. Sign-up sheets are in the kitchen. 
This is not an on-going commitment; rather, an opportunity to host when 
you are able to do so. Please prayerfully consider hosting and join us for 
Sunday Socials! Contact Paula Bush for details: catsi429@icloud.com

St. Francis Xavier Mission Trips:  Registration is open for the 2018 
Saint Francis Xavier Mission Trips. This year there are four trips planned:  
two in Mexico (Holy Week and July), one in Peru, and one in the 
Dominican Republic.  For more details see:  www.sfxmission.com

https://sites.google.com/view/kofc14625/home
mailto:stgerardministry@gmail.com
mailto:tsosj.fne.girlsgroup15@gmail.com
mailto:catsi429@icloud.com
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Third Sunday of Advent – December 17, 2017
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Liturgical Calendar & Mass Intentions
Confessions heard before all Masses. Sundays 6:45, 8:15 & 10:30am

   Sun, Dec 17 Third Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday)
    7:15am Anthony Carcioppola by Barbara Haloda
    9:00am Marie Sautre by Serge Sautre
    11:30am Pro Populo

    Mon, Dec 18 Greater Feria of Advent
    6:30am †Daniel & †Ann Williams by Joann K. Knuth & family
    12:00pm †Gerald P. Healy by Fred & Karen Carver

   Sun, Dec 24 Vigil of Christmas
    7:15am Intentions of Michael Friedl
    9:00am Pro Populo
    11:30am †Gerald P. Healy by Fred & Karen Carver

    Tue, Dec 19 Greater Feria of Advent
    6:30am Intentions of Michael Friedl
    9:00am Conv. John Anderson by Thomas Anderson

    Wed, Dec 20 Ember Wednesday
    6:30am Intentions of Nick
    12:00pm Joyce Collela by Barbara Haloda

    Thu, Dec 21 St. Thomas
    6:30am Intentions of Jamie Chance by Godfather
    9:00am Gwen Powderly

    Fri,  Dec 22 Ember Friday
    12:00pm †A. J. W.
    7:00pm Celebrant's Intention
    Exposition follows Mass

    Sat, Dec 23  Ember Saturday
    7:00am Intentions of Gary
    9:00am Sims Family 

     
     Last Sunday's Collection:                  $3,679.00     God reward you.
     FSSP Seminary Burse:                       $1,695.00
     Retirement Fund for the Religious:     $220.26 

Adult Education: Classes resume January 7, 2018 

Christmas Mass Schedule: Midnight Mass will be preceded by 
Christmas Carols 10 min. prior to Mass. On Christmas morning, there will 
be  two low Masses, 9:00am and 11:30am. There will not be a 7:15am Mass.

Monday, Dec 25 – Second Collection: Catholic Charities

Christmas Flowers: Envelopes are in the vestibule for donations toward 
decorating the sanctuary for Christmas. A Mass on Christmas Day will be 
offered for the intentions of the donors.

Annual Food Drive: to benefit the St. Vincent de Paul Society's food 
distribution program. Collection containers for non-perishable food items 
will be in the vestibule until Christmas. Please remember the less fortunate 
and support the Knights in this worthwhile effort.

Epiphany Concert 2018: after high Mass on Sunday, January 7. 
This event is sponsored by the parish's CCD Program. More details to come.

Ember Days: held to be of apostolic origin and tied to the agricultural 
cycle to thank God for the gifts of nature, to teach men to make use of them 
in moderation, and to assist the needy are traditionally days of fast and 
abstinence. The observance of Ember Days can be a most beneficial addition 
to our Catholic life.  For more info: www.fisheaters.com/emberdays.html

Congratulations to Edmund James Garstin, son of Malcom and Ashley, 
who was baptized and received into the Church yesterday.

http://www.stfrancisdesalesatl.com/
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St. Francis de Sales Parish
Confessions: 15 mins before weekday Masses: Sundays 6:45, 8:15 & 10:30am
Baptism: Contact the parish at least six weeks before birth
Marriage: Contact the parish at least six months before the wedding
Legion of Mary: meets Wednesdays at 7:00pm
Rosary: before 9:00am and 11:30am Sunday Masses
Knights of Columbus: meet 2nd Mon of month: Rosary 6:30pm, dinner, meeting    
 starts 7:30pm: https://kofcknights.org/CouncilSite/about.asp?CNO=14625
Eucharistic Exposition: Friday after evening Mass
Religious Education (CCD): Sundays at 10:15 (Sept-May)
Columbian Squires: Circle meets on 2nd Sunday of the month at 1:15pm
St. Gerard: for desirous, new, and expectant moms: stgerardministry@gmail.com
FNE: Female scouting group meets Sat am: tsosj.fne.girlsgroup15@gmail.com

The Creed
by Msgr. Rudolph G. Bandas, Ph.D; S.T.D.

 Continued …

II. The plan and order of the world demand a Supreme Intelligence

How well planned and how marvelously constructed are, for example, the 
snowflake, the seashell, the leaves of a tree, the petal of a flower, the 
bodies of birds, the human eye. Such wonderful planning demands a 
Planner, a Supreme Mind - God.

It is said that a father sowed flower seeds in his garden in such a way as to 
form his son’s name. In the summer the boy entered the garden and to his 
surprise saw there his name spelled out with beautiful flowers. In answer 
to his son’s questioning, the father jokingly said that he scattered seeds 
here and there all over the garden, but that the seeds happened to fall just 
that way. “But that is impossible,” the boy exclaimed. “You are right,” said 
the father. “Remember that the world, too, did not just happen to be there 
but was planned by an all-wise God.”

Or take this example: suppose you keep on mixing in a bowl loose wheels, 
screws and parts of a watch. Will you ever get out of the bowl an 
instrument which will produce motion - a motion that is so accurately 
regulated as to point out the hour and minute of the day? No, the making 
of a watch demands a skilled jeweler who understands the intricate 
construction of a watch. How much more then, does this big and intricate 
world of ours demand an all-wise Maker. For it, too, keeps most exact 
time. How orderly are the movements of the sun, moon, earth, and stars! 
They are never a split second too early or too late. They are our best 
timekeepers. Astronomers can predict to a minute an eclipse which will 
happen a hundred years hence.

2. God in our Lives

Meaning of “Secularism”

A system which bears a heavy responsibility for the plight of the world 
today is secularism. Unlike atheism, secularism does not deny the 
existence of God; on formal occasions it may even mention His name.  But 
it excludes God from our thinking and living; it exiles God from human 
life, both private and public. It determines our principles and standards of 
conduct almost exclusively with reference to the present life and earthly 
well-being. It insinuates itself into every phase of human existence:

Sunday Socials: Families and/or individuals are needed to assist with 
snacks following the 11:30am Mass. Sign-up sheets are in the kitchen. 
This is not an on-going commitment; rather, an opportunity to host when 
you are able to do so. Please prayerfully consider hosting and join us for 
Sunday Socials! Contact Paula Bush for details: catsi429@icloud.com

2018 Offertory Envelopes: There are several boxes yet to be taken 
from the vestibule. After today, please contact the office for pickup if you 
haven't received yours.

St. Francis Xavier Mission Trips:  Registration is now open for the 
2018 SFX Mission Trips.  For more details see:  www.sfxmission.com

In the life of the individual, expediency, decency, and propriety are the 
norm of human behavior. It removes from man the need of observing 
God’s laws, the sense of personal guilt of sin and accountability to God.

In family life, the providential purpose of sex, the molding of the children’s 
mind and heart, the indissolubility of marriage are subordinated to 
theselfish pursuit of pleasure, with the result that Americans have today 
the greatest divorce and juvenile delinquency problem in the Western 
World.

In education God is excluded from the public schools. The world is 
represented as a closed system, as a complete whole, in which God is 
ignored. Religion is considered as something to be “tacked on” on Sunday, 
but to be disregarded during the rest of the week.

   To be continued ...
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Second Sunday of Advent – December 10, 2017
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Liturgical Calendar & Mass Intentions
Confessions heard before all Masses. Sundays 6:45, 8:15 & 10:30am

    Sun, Dec 10 Second Sunday of Advent
    7:15am Pro Populo
    9:00am Intentions of Gary
    11:30am Frank & Rose Petraglia 60th Wedd Anniv. by Elliott Family

    Mon, Dec 11 St. Damasus I
    6:30am Phyllis & Charlie Sargent by Jo-Anne Kidd
    12:00pm Special Intention by Barry & Marilyn Oakes

   Sun, Dec 17 Third Sunday of Advent
    7:15am Anthony Carcioppola by Barbara Haloda
    9:00am Marie Sautre by Serge Sautre
    11:30am Pro Populo

    Tue, Dec 12 Our Lady of Guadalupe
    6:30am FSSP Confraternity by Inés Lavelle
    6:30pm SFX Missionaries, Clerics, & Chaperones by Nora Rose

    Wed, Dec 13 St. Lucy
    6:30am †Clyde Steel by Elizabeth Rasnick
    12:00pm St. Gerard Ministry

    Thu, Dec 14 Feria of Advent
    6:30am Healing/Conversion of Family by Margarita Santiago-Rivera
    9:00am Cunningham Family Intention by Owen & Caroline Elliott

    Fri,  Dec 15 Feria of Advent
    12:00pm Conv. Juan Carlos Heredia by Norma Torres
    7:00pm †Yvonne Baltic by Serge Sautre
    Exposition follows Mass

    Sat, Dec 16  St. Eusebius   
    7:00am †Mr. Joseph Peek by Wright Family
    No 9:00am Mass

     Last Sunday's Collection:       $3,725.89     God reward you.

Today - Second Collection: Retirement Fund for the Religious

Adult Education: Classes resume January 7, 2018 

Tues, Dec 12 – Our Lady of Guadalupe: There will be a Mass at 
6:30pm in honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe. All Knights of Columbus and 
their families are invited to a dinner afterwards in the parish hall.

Wed, Dec 13 - St Gerard Ministry: Join us for the next moms & 
children Mass this Wednesday at noon. Please bring your small children as 
we help them practice being in Mass. Arrive around 11:30 for confession 
(we can watch your little ones).  Bring your own snack/lunch for a small 
social afterwards.
 

Sat, Dec 16 – Rorate Mass: The 7:00am Mass will be the Saturday 
Mass of the Blessed Virgin in Advent sung by candlelight. The interplay of 
light and darkness speak to the meaning of Advent and the coming of the 
Light of the world. It is rather beautiful and well worth attending. There will 
be a potluck breakfast in the parish hall afterwards: please bring a breakfast 
item to share. This will be the only public Mass that day. A private Mass 
will be offered for the intention: Special Intention by Jo-Anne Kidd.

Annual Food Drive: to benefit the St. Vincent de Paul Society's food 
distribution program. Collection containers for non-perishable food items 
will be in the vestibule until Christmas. Please remember the less fortunate 
and support the Knights in this worthwhile effort.

http://www.stfrancisdesalesatl.com/
mailto:officesfds@gmail.com


 

St. Francis de Sales Parish
Confessions: 15 mins before weekday Masses: Sundays 6:45, 8:15 & 10:30am
Baptism: Contact the parish at least six weeks before birth
Marriage: Contact the parish at least six months before the wedding
Legion of Mary: meets Wednesdays at 7:00pm
Rosary: before 9:00am and 11:30am Sunday Masses
Knights of Columbus: meet 2nd Mon of month: Rosary 6:30pm, dinner, meeting    
 starts 7:30pm: https://kofcknights.org/CouncilSite/about.asp?CNO=14625
Eucharistic Exposition: Friday after evening Mass
Religious Education (CCD): Sundays at 10:15 (Sept-May)
Columbian Squires: Circle meets on 2nd Sunday of the month at 1:15pm
St. Gerard: for desirous, new, and expectant moms: stgerardministry@gmail.com
FNE: Female scouting group meets Sat am: tsosj.fne.girlsgroup15@gmail.com

The Creed
by Msgr. Rudolph G. Bandas, Ph.D; S.T.D.

1. There is a God (cont'd)

Atheism is Absurd

Atheism is so absurd that we shall not spend time refuting it. We merely 
ask you to stop, look and use your intelligence. Take the following 
principle of reason which is so evident that it needs no proof: “Everything 
must have an adequate cause.” If you see footprints in the snow you 
immediately conclude that someone must have walked this way; someone 
made these footprints. If you find a lighted candle in your room, you say at 
once; someone lighted this candle. If I said that the beautiful marble statue 
in your church was torn out of the mountain side by the rains and winds 
and given its present artistic form, you would reply: “That is ridiculous! 
Why, an artist sculptured it.” Hence, let us formulate the following 
propositions:

I. The World Demands a First Cause, God:

Every thoughtful man must ask the question, “Where did the world come 
from?” “Who made the world?”

It is said that the great astronomer, Athanasius Kirchner, had a beautiful 
globe on his desk. One day a pupil of his, who did not believe in God, 
asked him where he got the globe. Kirchner answered, “Oh, it just came on 
my desk of itself.” “That’s silly,” the young unbeliever snapped back.  
“You know very well that such a thing is impossible.” Then Kirchner said, 
“If this small globe could not make itself and come here of itself, how 
could the earth and those immense globes in the sky come here of 
themselves? They need a Creator who is God.”

Atheists say that the world just “happened” to come into existence. But 
such a statement is absurd. It is as foolish as though I were to say that the 
nuts, bolts, screws, rubber, glass, steel, etc., just happened to fall together 
and become the automobile which stands in front of my door.  Again, 
suppose one of your friends made a model airplane. Were he to tell you 
that it made itself, would you believe him? How then could this world of 
ours make itself? It needs a Maker, a Creator - God.

Sunday Socials: Families and/or individuals are needed to assist with 
snacks following the 11:30am high Mass. Sign-up sheets are located in the 
kitchen for two spots each Sunday. This is not an on-going commitment; 
rather, an opportunity to host only when you are able to do so. Please 
prayerfully consider hosting and join us for Sunday socials after Mass!
Contact Paula Bush for more information: catsi429@icloud.com

Christmas Flowers: Envelopes are in the vestibule for donations 
toward decorating the sanctuary for Christmas. A Mass on Christmas Day 
will be offered for the intentions of the donors.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Seminary: PBS recently produced a 
segment on the FSSP Seminary in Denton, NE. You can see it here: 
https://fssp.com/olg-seminary-featured-net-news-segment/

Congratulations to Malcolm and Ashley Garstin on the birth of their 
son, Edmund James.

Atheists say that the world evolved from some kind of matter or gas, 
which in turn came from some other gas, and so on. This shallow 
statement is best answered by an example: if you keep on hooking railroad 
cars, will the train eventually run of itself without an engine?  Or if you 
hook together a countless number of links, will a chain hang by itself? 
Must you not come to something which is first, firm, independent, which 
moves and supports everything else?    

                          To be continued ...
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

First Sunday of Advent – December 3, 2017
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Liturgical Calendar & Mass Intentions
Confessions heard before all Masses. Sundays 6:45, 8:15 & 10:30am

   Sun, Dec 3 First Sunday of Advent
    7:15am Henry Fredette by Henry & Rosilene Fredette
    9:00am Stuart & Chris Bond by Hagerty Family
    11:30am Pro Populo

    Mon, Dec 4 St. Peter Chrysologus
    6:30am Intentions of Joann Knuth
    12:00pm Ray Family 

   Sun, Dec 10 Second Sunday of Advent
    7:15am Pro Populo
    9:00am Intentions of Gary
    11:30am Frank & Rose Petraglia 60th Wedd Anniv. by Elliott Family

    Tue, Dec 5 Feria of Advent
    6:30am Leonard Jr. and Kerri Nolan & Family
    9:00am Abigail Carver by Fred & Karen Carver

    Wed, Dec 6 St. Nicholas
    6:30am Andrew and Janna Nolan & Family
    12:00pm †Elizabeth Anne Gipson by Lloyd & Elizabeth Bird

    Thu, Dec 7 St. Ambrose
    6:30am †R. J.
    9:00am Paternoster Family

    Fri,  Dec 8 Immaculate Conception   (Holyday of Obligation)
    6:30am Pro Populo
    12:00pm †R. J.
    7:30pm Fr. Matthew McCarthy by Fred & Karen Carver

    Sat, Dec 9  Feria of Advent         
    7:00am Intentions of Rosina
    9:00am Carter Family Intention by Christopher & Marjorie Carter

     Last Sunday's Collection:       $4,499.88       God reward you.
     Campaign for Human Development:   $0.01

Today - St. Nicholas' Day Fundraiser: after the 9am and11:30am 
Masses, the FNE Girls' Group will sell hot chocolate, chocolate candy 
boxes, and paracord bracelets. They appreciate your support!

Today - Adult Education: in Adult Ed. classroom in the basement.
This week:
10:15am - Bible Timeline – Discussion and Review
1:30pm - Epic! – Scholars and Crusaders Part 2
Next week:
No Classes – Classes resume January 7, 2018 

Friday, Dec 8 – The Immaculate Conception of BVM is a Holy 
Day of Obligation in the US.  All Catholics are bound under pain of mortal 
sin to attend Mass, even if they are unable to get to their own parish.
The 7:30pm Mass will be a high Mass followed by a reception in the parish 
hall: please bring something to share.

Friday, Dec 8 – Total Consecration to Mary after all Masses. 
There will be sheets available for those who would like to make their Total 
Consecration to Jesus through Mary at the communion rail.

Next Sunday - Second Collection: Retirement Fund for the Religious

Tuesday, Dec 12 – Our Lady of Guadalupe: There will be a Mass 
at 6:30pm in honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe. All Knights of Columbus and 
their families are invited to a dinner afterwards in the parish hall.

http://www.stfrancisdesalesatl.com/
mailto:officesfds@gmail.com


 

St. Francis de Sales Parish
Confessions 15 mins before weekday Masses: Sundays 6:45, 8:15 & 10:30am
Baptism Contact the parish at least six weeks before birth.
Marriage Contact the parish at least six months before the wedding.
Legion of Mary meets Wednesdays at 7:00pm
Rosary before 9:00am and 11:30am Sunday Masses
Knights of Columbus meet 2nd Mon of month: Rosary 6:30pm, dinner, meeting     
starts 7:30pm: https://kofcknights.org/CouncilSite/about.asp?CNO=14625
Eucharistic Exposition Friday after evening Mass.
Religious Education (CCD) Sundays at 10:15 (Sept-May).
Columbian Squires: Circle meets on 2nd Sunday of the month at 1:15pm
FNE: Female scouting grp meets Sat am: tsosj.fne.girlsgroup15@gmail.com

The Creed
by Msgr. Rudolph G. Bandas, Ph.D; S.T.D.

I.  There is a God

Spread of Atheism
At every point in history we encounter men who claimed to be atheists.  In 
recent years societies for the spread of atheism have sprung up in various 
cities. In our country we have the American Association for the 
Advancement of Atheism known as the four A’s. Since 1918 atheism in 
Russia has been propagated in a systematic manner with government 
support and pressure. A small ruling group is attempting to suppress the 
idea of God in the lives and conduct of the Russian people. Countless 
priests, nuns and Christians have been murdered, religious instruction 
suppressed, churches destroyed or closed, sacred vessels confiscated, and 
museums - proclaiming the most blasphemous insults to religion - have 
been established. Anti-religious groups, on the other hand, are given fullest 
freedom of expression and propaganda, especially in education and 
newspapers. Russia follows the same system of religious oppression and 
suppression in any country she dominates. As Lenin said (Religion, pp. 7-
10), “Our program necessarily includes the propaganda of atheism.”

Cause of Atheism
The causes of atheism are many. Russian communism must posit atheism 
as indispensable justification of its program of murder, liquidation, 
starvation, robbery, barbarism and savagery, deceit and duplicity, which it 
has consistently practiced throughout the course of its history. Religion 
speaks of man’s immortal soul created by God, of man’s inviolable rights 
and dignity, of man’s responsibility and accountability, of sin, of divine 
retribution. Such doctrines prove constant irritants to communists. If on 
the other hand, man is only a high grade brute, only a brute, only a little 
removed from the animal, the communist powers can dispose of him 
arbitrarily and on any pretext, especially if he does not fit into their 
totalitarian scheme. Secondly, belief in an omnipotent God is contrary to 
the communistic principle of an omnipotent state which completely 
dominates and absorbs all of man’s activities. Thirdly, atheism is a 
consequence of that satanic pride which makes man unwilling to submit to 
anyone higher than himself, which makes man desire to be a supreme 
center in his own world.  Finally, atheism often accompanies corruption of 
morals. Men, who lead dissolute lives and violate the sacred laws of God, 
find the teachings of God on a future judgment and punishment both

Sat, Dec 16 – Rorate Mass: The 7:00am Mass will be the Saturday 
Mass of the Blessed Virgin in Advent sung by candlelight. The interplay of 
light and darkness speak to the meaning of Advent and the coming of the 
Light of the world. There will be a potluck breakfast in the parish hall 
afterwards: please bring a breakfast item to share. 

Annual Food Drive: to benefit the SVdP Society's food distribution 
program. Collection containers for non-perishable food items will be in the 
vestibule until Christmas. Please remember the less fortunate and support 
the Knights in this worthwhile effort.

Christmas Flowers: Envelopes are in the vestibule for donations 
toward decorating the sanctuary for Christmas. A Mass on Christmas Day 
will be offered for the intentions of the donors.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Seminary: PBS recently produced a 
segment on the FSSP Seminary in Denton, NE. which aired this week. You 
can see it here: https://fssp.com/olg-seminary-featured-net-news-segment/

Sunday Socials: Families/Individuals are needed to assist with snacks 
following the 11:30 Mass. Sign-up sheets are located in the kitchen for two 
spots each Sunday, beginning Dec 10.  Please prayerfully consider hosting.
Contact Paula Bush for more information: catsi429@icloud.com 

 unpleasant and uncomfortable. They quiet their remorseful consciences by 
denying these doctrines: they begin to think as they live. In this 
connection, it may be interesting to note that publishers who release 
atheistic literature often print lewd magazines and pictures.
                                                                                          To be continued ...

https://kofcknights.org/CouncilSite/about.asp?CNO=14625
mailto:tsosj.fne.girlsgroup15@gmail.com
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