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XII Sunday after Pentecost – August 27, 2017
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Liturgical Calendar & Mass Intentions
Confessions heard before all Masses. Sundays 6:45, 8:15 & 10:30am

   Sun, Aug 27 XII Sunday after Pentecost
    7:15am Pro Populo
    9:00am Philip Wright by Wright Family
    11:30am Celebrant’s Intention

    Mon, Aug 28 St Augustine
    No 6:30am Mass
    12:00pm Fr Matthew McCarthy by Henry & Rosilene Fredette  

   Sun, Sep 3 XIII Sunday after Pentecost
    7:15am Janet M. Donlon ✝ by Richard Perry
    9:00am John Rasnick Family by Maggie Lee
    11:30am Pro Populo

    Tue, Aug 29 Beheading of St John the Baptist
    6:30am Special Intention
    9:00am Carolyn Morris ✝ by Christina Montone

    Wed, Aug 30 St Rose of Lima
    6:30am In Honor of St Anne
    12:00pm Fr Matthew McCarthy by Kaleigh Sims

    Thu, Aug 31 St Raymond Nonnatus
    6:30am In Honor of St Joachim
    9:00am Michael Bruyere by Michael & Veronica Bruyere

    Fri, Sep 1 Feria (First Friday)
    12:00pm Special Intention for Our Lord
    7:00pm Marissa Ann Heard by Lloyd & Elizabeth Bird
    Exposition after Mass

    Sat, Sep 2  St Stephen of Hungary (First Saturday)
    7:00am Special Intention for Our Lady
    9:00am Choberka Family by John Choberka
    First Saturday Devotions follow 9:00am Mass

     
Last Sunday's Collection:       $4,305.69        God reward you.

  

Today - Fr Akers, the FSSP Director of Development, will be here at 
our parish for each Mass. Please give him a warm welcome.

 Congratulations to Harry Hagan who was received into the Church
  yesterday.  He will make his first Holy Communion at the 9:00am Mass.

Next Sunday - Sep 3: A Second Collection will be for the Catholic 
University of America.

FSSP Seminary Burse collection will be next Sunday, Sep 3. Those 
wishing to support the FSSP Seminarians, please make checks payable to 
“ FSSP ” rather than to the parish and include in the regular collection 
basket. Thank you.

2017 - 2018 Adult Education: Classes resume Sep 10
10:15am -  The Great Adventure: A Journey Through the Bible
The Great Adventure - Bible Timeline is a Catholic Bible learning system 
that makes the complex simple. By teaching the story of the Bible,
thousands of Catholics have learned to read the bible with this system. 
1:30pm - EPIC – A Journey Through Church History
If you would like to learn about the 2,000 year history of the Catholic 
Church please join us Sundays at 1:30.  Each lesson stands on its own so 
even if you have never attended or missed a few classes, you will still be 
able to follow along. For more information please contact Tony Paridon at 
678-860-0044 or tony1752@bellsouth.net

mailto:tony1752@bellsouth.net


St. Francis de Sales Parish
Confessions 15 mins before weekday Masses: Sundays 6:45, 8:15 & 10:30am
Baptism Contact the parish at least six weeks before birth.
Marriage Contact the parish at least six months before the wedding.
Legion of Mary meets Mondays at 7:00pm
Rosary before 9:00am and 11:30am Sunday Masses
Knights of Columbus meet 2nd Mon of month: Rosary 6:30pm, dinner, meeting     
starts 7:30pm: https://kofcknights.org/CouncilSite/about.asp?CNO=14625
Eucharistic Exposition Friday after evening Mass.
Religious Education (CCD) Sundays at 10:15 (Sept-May).
Columbian Squires: Circle meets on 2nd Sunday of the month at 1:15pm
FNE: Female scouting grp meets Sat am: tsosj.fne.girlsgroup15@gmail.com

What is God like?
by Rev. J Edgar Burns @ 1962

Continued…

God’s Predilection

Many people reject the God of the Exodus. They find the notion of a 
divinely “chosen people” intolerable. A god who would choose among His 
children, they say, is neither wise nor just and certainly not paternal. The 
call of Abraham does not seem to affect such critics in the same way, 
probably because he was only an individual, and, as such, a symbol of the 
fact that every man confronts God and has his chance to respond or to turn 
away. Truly we must admit that the spiritual insight of countless men and 
women through the ages betrays no ethnic, national, nor geographical 
restrictions. God’s choice of one people was not an exclusion of all others. 
The image of Abraham as “everyman” is correct, for God does call each 
one of us, but man’s social nature either helps or hinders the response that 
is made. In Abraham’s time the cost of an affirmative response was 
tremendous personal sacrifice.

In our time it may be too, but for millions it is made easier by the example 
of friends and neighbors. God may call but man must listen attentively, for 
His is a “still small voice” (1 Kgs. 19:12). Should it otherwise? Should His 
summons be so overwhelming that no one could resist? What then 
happens to freedom, and what, without freedom, is love?

The election of Israel and, later, the establishment of the Church did not 
withdraw from other men outside the ever-waiting presence of God, nor 
has it denied them the opportunity to discern and embrace it. The God of 
the Exodus and the God of Pentecost shows Himself as bending closer to 
the collective ear of mankind, that the voice of love might finally be heard 
everywhere and always.

God’s Name

While God reveals He also conceals. After Moses had received the divine 
commission to lead his people out of Egypt, he asks for God’s name (Ex. 
3:11-15). The question strikes us as naive if not irrelevant, but for the time 
in which he lived it was a natural enough query for Moses to make. 

Fr DeGuzman will return from vacation on Tuesday, Aug 29.

The Columbian Squires will be holding an investiture ceremony for 
young men to join the Squires. If you are 10-18 and would like to join, 
please see any squire to fill out an application, or simply show up with at 
least one parent/guardian in the library at 1:15 pm on Sun, Sep 10. The 
initiation fee is $12.50. To be eligible to participate in all our upcoming fun 
activities and outings with our priests, you must go through the investiture 
ceremony.

The ancients believed that knowing the name of a person or thing gave 
them a certain power over it. They believed, further, that the gods had 
secret names whose importance was manifold.    

We must not expect that Moses - or rather as the context suggests, his 
people - was free of the common assumptions of his day. He knew there 
was only one God but evidently he supposed Him to have a secret name. 
In answering Moses God apparently obliges but really ignores what was, 
after all, only a superstition. “God replied, ‘I am who I am.’” This type of 
phrase, found throughout the Old Testament in such expressions as “I go 
where I go” or “They went where they went,” is meant to convey 
indetermination, to indicate that the matter is unknown or unknowable. In 
other words, God’s answer implies that He is beyond human 
comprehension. A parallel passage to this exists in the book of Judges 
13:17-18 where Manoe, the father of Samson, asks the “angel of Yahweh” 
(who is actually God) for his name. “Why do you ask my name, which is 
mysterious,” the “angel” replies.
                                                                                      To be continued ...
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

XI Sunday after Pentecost – August 20, 2017
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Liturgical Calendar & Mass Intentions
Confessions heard before all Masses. Sundays 6:45, 8:15 & 10:30am

   Sun, Aug 20 XI Sunday after Pentecost
    7:15am Pro Populo
    9:00am Special Intention
    11:30am William Nichols by Fred & Karen Carver

    Mon, Aug 21 St Jane Frances de Chantal
    6:30am Consecration of Russia to IHM
    12:00pm Thomas Hennessy

   Sun, Aug 27 XII Sunday after Pentecost
    7:15am Pro Populo
    9:00am Philip Wright by Wright Family
    11:30am Celebrant’s Intention

    Tue, Aug 22 Immaculate Heart of Mary
    6:30am Holy Souls ✝ by Norma Torres
    7:30pm Rev Mr & Mrs Anderson by Joseph & Rebecca Fernandez

    Wed, Aug 23 St Philip Benizi
    6:30am Sarah Bruyere by Michael & Veronica Bruyere
    12:00pm J.E. Dunlap ✝ by Lori Dunlap

    Thu, Aug 24 St Bartholomew
    No 6:30am Mass
    9:00am Marissa Ann Heard by Lloyd & Elizabeth Bird

    Fri, Aug 25 St Louis IX
    No 12:00pm Mass
    7:00pm Jose Rene Castro ✝ by Christina Montone
    Exposition after Mass

    Sat, Aug 26  Saturday of Our Lady
    No 7:00am Mass
    9:00am Ron Welch Baptism Anniv by Welch Family

     Last Sunday's Collection:       $5,576.35        God reward you.
     Assumption of BVM:            $528.86

Today – CCD Classes begin today at 10:15am.

Tue 22 Aug is the Feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, the principal 
patron of this diocese. There will be a sung Mass in the evening followed 
by a light reception in the social hall: please bring something to share.

Fr DeGuzman will be away on vacation Thu Aug 24 – Mon Aug 28.
While away he will offer the following intentions: Fr. Matthew McCarthy 
by Sydney Rose; Joe & Blessie DeGuzman by Rechuel Francisco

Fr Akers, the FSSP Director of Development, will be visiting our parish 
for all Masses on Sun, Aug 27. Please give him a warm welcome.

2017 – 2018 Adult Education:  Classes resume Sep 10
10:15am -  The Great Adventure: A Journey Through the Bible
The Great Adventure - Bible Timeline is a Catholic Bible learning system 
that makes the complex simple. By teaching the story (the narrative) of the 
Bible, thousands of Catholics have learned to read the bible with this 
system. 
1:30pm - EPIC – A Journey Through Church History
If you would like to learn about the 2,000 year history of the Catholic 
Church please join us Sundays at 1:30.  Each lesson stands on its own so 
even if you have never attended or missed a few classes, you will still be 
able to follow along. For more information please contact Tony Paridon at 
678-860-0044 or tony1752@bellsouth.net

mailto:tony1752@bellsouth.net


St. Francis de Sales Parish
Confessions 15 mins before weekday Masses: Sundays 6:45, 8:15 & 10:30am
Baptism Contact the parish at least six weeks before birth.
Marriage Contact the parish at least six months before the wedding.
Legion of Mary meets Mondays at 7:00pm
Rosary before 9:00am and 11:30am Sunday Masses
Knights of Columbus meet 2nd Mon of month: Rosary 6:30pm, dinner, meeting     
starts 7:30pm: https://kofcknights.org/CouncilSite/about.asp?CNO=14625
Eucharistic Exposition Friday after evening Mass.
Religious Education (CCD) Sundays at 10:15 (Sept-May).
Columbian Squires: Circle meets on 2nd Sunday of the month at 1:15pm
FNE: Female scouting grp meets Sat am: tsosj.fne.girlsgroup15@gmail.com

What is God like?
by Rev. J Edgar Burns @ 1962

Continued…

God as Protector
        
In revealing Himself to Abraham and, later, to Jacob, God calls himself El 
Shaddai (Gen. 17:1; 35:11). These Hebrew words are translated as “God 
Almighty” which, on the face of it, seems scarcely capable of satisfying in 
any way, our curiosity about the nature of God. But a closer examination
of the words is more rewarding. El is, indeed, simply the word for God, but 
its root meaning is “to be strong” and hence “to lead.” It was because, to 
the Semitic mind, God is the strong, the mighty one, that He was called El. 

The addition of Shaddai to this title merely confirms – on God's part – the 
correctness of this concept. Shaddai is the Hebrew form of a Babylonian 
word meaning “the mountain.” What does a mountain suggest to the poetic 
imagination if not majestic stability? Through the most violent storms the 
mountain stands unmoved, it is a veritable pillar of strength.  We should 
not be surprised, then, to find, later, Jacob's night-long spiritual encounter 
with God described as a wrestling match (Gen. 32:25-31), a test of 
muscular endurance.

The ancients, of course, valued physical strength more than we do today, 
(remember this was written in 1962), although the athlete is still a popular 
hero.  But it would be a mistake to think that this was the reason for the 
equation: God is strong. It was strength as the basis for trust and reliance 
that prompted the image, and consequently we find the psalmist frequently 
addressing God as the “rock of refuge … my rock and my fortress …my 
trust” on whom he depends and in whom he finds his strength (Ps. 70:3-6; 
cf. Ps. 17:2-3; Ps. 93:22). From the earliest stage of revelation, then, we 
may say that God wished man to conceive of Him as an abiding protector, 
as one who could with justice be called “Father.” 

God's Saving Power

With Moses the mystery of God assumes new dimensions.  Actually, in the 
deliverance of the Israelites from Egyptian bondage we behold those two 
characteristics of strength and fidelity about which which we have just 
spoken. An enslaved people cannot effect its own liberation, especially not 
at a time when its overlords are in full control of the land – which was true

The Columbian Squires will be holding an investiture ceremony for 
young men to join the Squires. If you are 10-18 and would like to join, 
please see any squire to fill out an application, or simply show up with at 
least one parent/guardian in the library at 1:15 pm on Sun, Sep 10. The 
initiation fee is $12.50. To be eligible to participate in all our upcoming fun 
activities and outings with our priests, you must go through the investiture 
ceremony.

Help Needed: Roswell family looking for help with rides to medical 
appointments and/or occasional M-F babysitting.  Will pay $10/hour.  
Contact Lisa Marks at (404) 754-3793.

The Flower Guild is recruiting creative talent to become members of 
our group who beautify the main and side altars with floral arrangements 
every weekend. If you have an eye for balance and beauty please consider 
volunteering.  Your commitment would be approximately once every 5-6 
weeks. Please contact one of the following people regarding your interest.
Thank you. Pat Freeman 678-787-4884, freema5469@aol.com;
Gwen Powderly 404-242-5286, 3gmp@bellsouth.net 

of Egypt whether one places the Exodus in the fifteenth or thirteenth 
centuries B.C. - only the mighty intervention of God can humble the great 
and the proud. The lesson of the Exodus was presented to the Israelites in 
the centuries that followed as a warning against political entanglements: 
God's people had no need of armies from the Nile or the Euphrates, for 
their Lord “is their help and their shield” (Ps. 113:9). History informs us, 
sadly, that the lesson, though acknowleged, was not heeded.
                                                                                          To be continued ...
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

X Sunday after Pentecost – August 13, 2017
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Liturgical Calendar & Mass Intentions
Confessions heard before all Masses. Sundays 6:45, 8:15 & 10:30am

   Sun, Aug 13 X Sunday after Pentecost
    7:15am In Gratitude for all of our Crosses
    9:00am V. James Aloise ✝ by Christina Montone
    11:30am Pro Populo

    Mon, Aug 14 Vigil of the Assumption
    6:30am Mark D. Anderson ✝ by Thomas Anderson
    12:00pm In Gratitude for all of our Crosses

   Sun, Aug 20 XI Sunday after Pentecost
    7:15am Pro Populo
    9:00am Special Intention
    11:30am William Nichols by Fred & Karen Carver

    Tue, Aug 15 Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
    6:30am Pro Populo
    12:00pm Sara Licon ✝ by Huizel Family
    7:30pm In Gratitude for all of our Crosses

    Wed, Aug 16 St Joachim
    6:30am In Gratitude for all of our Crosses
    12:00pm Cherubim Maria Fredette ✝ by Henry & Rosilene Fredette

    Thu, Aug 17 St Hyacinth
    6:30am Sara Licon ✝ by Woody & Dolly Kelly
    9:00am In Gratitude for all of our Crosses 

    Fri, Aug 18 Feria
    12:00pm Sara Licon ✝ by Woody & Dolly Kelly
    7:00pm In Gratitude for all of our Crosses
    Exposition after Mass

    Sat, Aug 19  St John Eudes
    7:00am Maver L. Hall ✝ by Thomas Anderson
    9:00am In Gratitude for all of our Crosses

     Last Sunday's Collection:       $4,696.00        God reward you.
     FSSP Seminary Burse:               $785.00

Today - CCD Parent Orientation: There will be an orientation 
meeting for parents of CCD children at 10:15am in the large CCD 
classroom downstairs in the church basement. Please make effort to attend.

Today - Columbian Squires: The Father Kenneth Walker Circle of 
the Columbian Squires will hold their August meeting today at 1:30 pm in 
the gym. There will be a special presentation of the Corp de Elite award 
from the Supreme Council. All Squires are reminded to attend.

Tue Aug 15 - Assumption of the BVM: is a Holy Day of Obligation 
in the USA. All Catholics are bound under pain of mortal sin to attend 
Mass, even if they are unable to get to their own parish. The 7:30pm Mass 
will be a sung Mass followed by a reception in the social hall. 
Please bring a light refreshment to share.

Registration for CCD Classes is now taking place. Parents of CCD 
children are obliged by the Archdiocese to complete and follow the 
instructions on the Parent Notification Form. Please complete and return 
Registration and Parent Forms to the CCD box, located on the wall by the 
choir room, no later than today, Aug 13. Forms are available in the 
vestibule, parish hall, and on the website. 

CCD Catechists Needed: The CCD program is in need of catechists,
assistant catechists, and substitutes. New or inquiring catechists are 
encouraged to fill out a Catechist Information Form.  This form may be 
returned to the CCD box by today, Aug 13.  Please contact Randall 
Mandock for more information: rmandock@bellsouth.net



St. Francis de Sales Parish
Confessions 15 mins before weekday Masses: Sundays 6:45, 8:15 & 10:30am
Baptism Contact the parish at least six weeks before birth.
Marriage Contact the parish at least six months before the wedding.
Legion of Mary meets Mondays at 7:00pm
Rosary before 9:00am and 11:30am Sunday Masses
Knights of Columbus meet 2nd Mon of month: Rosary 6:30pm, dinner, meeting     
starts 7:30pm: https://kofcknights.org/CouncilSite/about.asp?CNO=14625
Eucharistic Exposition Friday after evening Mass.
Religious Education (CCD) Sundays at 10:15 (Sept-May).
Columbian Squires: Circle meets on 2nd Sunday of the month at 1:15pm
FNE: Female scouting grp meets Sat am: tsosj.fne.girlsgroup15@gmail.com

What is God like?
by Rev. J Edgar Burns @ 1962

Continued…

Some students of religious history assume that the first monotheist in 
history was the Egyptian pharaoh Akhenaton (1369-1353 B.C.).  The 
inference is often made that this was the source of Moses' faith in one God. 
Such accounts fail to consider that Abraham, and not Moses, is the father of 
his people and that the only thing that could have distinguished Abraham 
from innumerable other bedouins of the second millenium B.C. – and 
consequently the only thing that could have made his descendants a race 
apart – was a different religious tradition.  The monotheism of Akhenaton 
may owe something, rather, to the faith of Joseph whom some scholars 
would date at appoximately that time.  Of Joseph's father, Jacob, we read 
that he remonstrated with his family for their lingering polytheism: “Do 
away with the strange gods you have among you, purify yourselves, and 
change your garments” (Gen 35:2).

This remained, for several centuries, the burden of the prophetic message 
to Israel. But from the time of Abraham, its religious leaders never doubted 
for a moment that to know God was to know that He is one: “Thus says the 
Lord … I am the first and I am the last; there is no God but Me” (Is. 44:6 
cf. Deut 6:4; 32:39).  The belief in many gods which permeated the ancient 
works was largely due to an awareness, extremely limited though it was, of 
the complexity of the natural world in which man found himself. The 
multiplicity of awesome and diverse phenomena seemed, naively, to 
postulate an equal number of different divinities.

But to know that God is one is to realize that everything is present to Him 
and, as it were, within His hands: “Am I a God near at hand only, says the 
Lord, and not a God far off? … Do I not fill both heaven and earth?” 
(Jer. 23:23-24).  Yet He is not to be confused with any of the wonders for 
which He is responsible: “It was I who made the earth and created mankind 
upon it; it was My hands that stretched out the heavens” (Is. 45:12).
          

   
 To be continued ...

CCD Classes begin next Sunday, Aug 20.

SFX Peru Mission Trip: Please keep our missionaries in your prayers: 
Sydney Rose, Brandon Sims, Kaleigh Sims, AJ Welch, and chaperone Nora 
Rose who are serving the people of Piura, Peru and will be traveling back 
home on Fri Aug 18. 

Thank You from the Licon & Casavantes families for your kind 
thoughts, prayers, and Mass intentions over the passing of Fr Casavantes' 
niece, Sara Licon. 

Help Needed: Roswell family looking for help with rides to medical 
appointments and/or occasional M-F babysitting.  Will pay $10/hour.  
Contact Lisa Marks at (404) 754-3793.

The Flower Guild is recruiting creative talent to become members of 
our group who beautify the main and side altars with floral arrangements 
every weekend. If you have an eye for balance and beauty please consider 
volunteering.  Your commitment would be approximately once every 5-6 
weeks. Please contact one of the following people regarding your interest.
Thank you. Pat Freeman 678-787-4884, freema5469@aol.com;
Gwen Powderly 404-242-5286, 3gmp@bellsouth.net 

Appropriate Dress: a reminder of the necessity to be dressed 
appropriately to be in the presence of the transcendent God at Mass. Men 
should be in collared shirts and long trousers. Ladies should be in opaque 
clothing, coming up to the neckline, covering the shoulders and upper arms 
and coming down below the knee.

https://kofcknights.org/CouncilSite/about.asp?CNO=14625
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mailto:freema5469@aol.com
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Transfiguration of Our Lord – August 6, 2017
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Liturgical Calendar & Mass Intentions
Confessions heard before all Masses. Sundays 6:45, 8:15 & 10:30am

   Sun, Aug 6 Transfiguration of Our Lord
    7:15am Celebrant’s Intention
    9:00am Pro Populo
    11:30am John Rasnick Family by Maggie Lee

    Mon, Aug 7 St Cajetan
    6:30am +Holy Souls by Norma Torres
    12:00pm Valerie Calloway

   Sun, Aug 13 X Sunday after Pentecost
    7:15am In Gratitude for all of our Crosses
    9:00am +V. James Aloise by Christina Montone
    11:30am Pro Populo

    Tue, Aug 8 St John Mary Vianney
    6:30am Shirley Ittershagen by Randal Mandock
    9:00am Oddo Family

    Wed, Aug 9 Vigil of St Lawrence
    6:30am +Holy Souls/Deceased F.O.S.S. by Nora Rose
    12:00pm St Gerard Ministry

    Thu, Aug 10 St Lawrence
    6:30am Don & Joanne Palaschak by Sims Family
    9:00am +Arturo Acuna by Stuart & Chris Bond

    Fri, Aug 11 Feria
    12:00pm In Gratitude for all of our Crosses
    7:00pm Maggie Hagerty by Brian & Lisa Hagerty
    Exposition after Mass

    Sat, Aug 12  St Clare
    7:00am SFdS Volunteers
    9:00am In Gratitude for all of our Crosses

     Last Sunday's Collection:       $6,943.32        God reward you.
     Mission Coop Program:             $244.75

Today: The CCD program will have catechist orientation at 10:15am in 
the classroom area downstairs. Parent orientation will be on Sun, Aug 13 
and the first class on Sun, Aug 20.  Parents of CCD children are obliged by  
the Archdiocese to complete and follow the instructions on the Parent 
Notification Form.  This form is available in the vestibule, parish hall, and 
on the website.  It must be filled out and returned by Aug 13. Forms may be 
placed in the CCD box located on the wall by the choir room.

Registration for CCD classes is now taking place.  Registration  
forms are located in the vestibule and parish hall.  Please complete and 
return forms to the CCD box no later than Aug 13.  

CCD Catechists Needed: The CCD program is in need of catechists,
assistant catechists, and substitutes. New or inquiring catechists are 
encouraged to fill out a Catechist Information Form.  This form may be 
returned to the CCD box by Aug 13.  Catechists should plan to attend the 
catechist orientation on Aug 6.  Please contact Randall Mandock for more 
information: rmandock@bellsouth.net

Aug 12 - Federation of North American Explorers:  
The staff of the St. Joseph FNE group will have an open house on Sat., Aug 
12th at 10:00am. Families and youth are cordially invited to learn more 
about our Catholic program for boys, girls, and volunteers.  For more 
information, see http://atlantafne.org

http://atlantafne.org/


St. Francis de Sales Parish
Confessions 15 mins before weekday Masses: Sundays 6:45, 8:15 & 10:30am
Baptism Contact the parish at least six weeks before birth.
Marriage Contact the parish at least six months before the wedding.
Legion of Mary meets Mondays at 7:00pm
Rosary before 9:00am and 11:30am Sunday Masses
Knights of Columbus meet 2nd Mon of month: Rosary 6:30pm, dinner, meeting     
starts 7:30pm: https://kofcknights.org/CouncilSite/about.asp?CNO=14625
Eucharistic Exposition Friday after evening Mass.
Religious Education (CCD) Sundays at 10:15 (Sept-May).
Columbian Squires: Circle meets on 2nd Sunday of the month at 1:15pm
FNE: Female scouting grp meets Sat am: tsosj.fne.girlsgroup15@gmail.com

What is God like?
by Rev. J Edgar Burns @ 1962

Continued…

God Known through Faith and Love

There are innumerable texts in the Bible wherein God concludes that His 
people “shall know” Him from the pattern of events that shapes their 
history and their daily lives. This is characteristic of the way in which, 
throughout the Scriptures, He points to Himself:

               “I will espouse you to me forever:
                 I will espouse you in right and in justice,
                 in love and mercy;
                 I will espouse you in fidelity,
                 and you shall know the Lord” (Osee 2:21-22).
 
With the vision of faith God can be seen.  To the eyes of faith He reveals 
Himself; yet faith itself is the gift of God (John 6:44). Faith to the Israelite 
was principally an act of trust or confidence; reliance upon the absolutely 
dependable God who is a “rock.”

Faith of this kind differs little, if at all, from love, and here perhaps we are 
at the very heart of the mystery.  For personal knowledge is born of love 
and it is consequently through the love of God that we really come to know 
Him.  But we love Him only because He has loved us first (1 John 4:19). 
Given the nature of things it could hardly be otherwise. We must be 
touched by the hidden God (Is. 45:15) as Abraham was.  The call of 
Abraham not only serves as a model of the relationship that God 
establishes between Himself and man, but as the inauguration of that divine 
plan for human regeneration, which has as its goal “that God may be all in 
all” (1 Cor. 15:28). It tells us, also, something about God. It tells us, first of 
all, that God is not indifferent to man’s ups and downs. He cares for us 
(Matt 6:28) and wishes to enter into a dialogue with man that has no end. 
Whether it be as Father or as spouse, with remonstrance or with tenderness, 
the soundless voice of God is the most evident thing about Him.

The Uniqueness of God

The call of Abraham was designed, of course, to teach the uniqueness of 
God and to guarantee the preservation and transmission of that truth.

Aug 12 - SFdS Virgo Fideles Praesidium cordially invites all 
Legion of Mary Auxilliaries to attend the Bi-Annual LOM Congress given 
by the South Atlanta Curia on Sat Aug 12 in the Parish Hall following the 
9:00am Mass.

Peru Mission Trip: Please keep our missionaries in your prayers: 
Sydney Rose, Brandon Sims, Kaleigh Sims, AJ Welch, and chaperone Nora 
Rose who are helping the people of Piura, Peru until Fri Aug 18. 

Help Needed: Roswell family looking for help with rides to medical 
appointments and/or occasional M-F babysitting.  Will pay $10/hour.  
Contact Lisa Marks, 404-754-3793.

The Flower Guild is recruiting creative talent to become members of 
our group who beautify the main and side altars with floral arrangements 
every weekend. If you have an eye for balance and beauty please consider 
volunteering.  Your commitment would be approximately once every 5-6 
weeks. Please contact one of the following people regarding your interest.
Thank you. Pat Freeman 678-787-4884, freema5469@aol.com;
Gwen Powderly 404-242-5286, 3gmp@bellsouth.net 

With centuries of monotheistic belief behind us we fail to realize the 
religious isolation imposed upon and accepted by Abraham through his 
encounter with the living God. The world in which he lived was immersed 
in polytheism. Although it is not unlikely that Abraham’s remote ancestors 
were monotheist, we have no certainty of this. In any case it was not even a 
living memory in his own time (Jos. 24:2-3).            To be continued...
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VIII Sunday after Pentecost – July 30, 2017
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Liturgical Calendar & Mass Intentions
Confessions heard before all Masses. Sundays 6:45, 8:15 & 10:30am

    Sun, Jul 30 VIII Sunday after Pentecost
    7:15am Barbara Trettel by Hagerty Family
    9:00am Elizabeth Wright by Wright Family
    11:30am Pro Populo

    Mon, Jul 31 St Ignatius Loyola
    No 6:30am Mass
    12:00pm Fr Matthew McCarthy by LaPlante Family

    Sun, Aug 6 Transfiguration of Our Lord
    7:15am Celebrant’s Intention
    9:00am Pro Populo
    11:30am John Rasnick Family by Maggie Lee

    Tue, Aug 1 St Peter in Chains (FSSP)
    No 6:30am Mass
    9:00am Oddo Family

    Wed, Aug 2 St Alphonsus Liguori
    6:30am Celebrant’s Intention
    12:00pm DiCarlo Family by Hoff Family

    Thu, Aug 3 Feria
    6:30am Celebrant’s Intention
    9:00am Dillon Family

    Fri, Aug 4 St Dominic (First Friday)
    12:00pm Celebrant’s Intention
    7:00pm Prater Family by Camille Prater
    Exposition after Mass

    Sat, Aug 5  Dedication of the Basilica of St Mary Major (First Sat)
    7:00am Celebrant’s Intention
    9:00am Jillian Prater by Thomas Anderson

     Last Sunday's Collection:       $3,853.51        God reward you.

Fr Casavantes has his faculties now, but he is in El Paso, TX  this 
weekend attending the funeral of his niece, Sara Licon.

Today: There will be a farewell reception after the 11:30am Mass for 
Jillian Prater who will be entering the Carmel of Jesus, Mary, & Joseph in 
Elysburg, PA on Sat, Aug 5.  Please keep her in your prayers. 

Today: 2nd Collection is for the Mission Cooperative Program

11:30am Mass today will be a low Mass while the choir is taking a well-
earned break for the month of July. Please note that this will not be a dialog 
Mass. High Masses will resume next Sunday, Aug 6.

Peru Mission Trip: Please keep in your prayers our second group of   
missionaries: Brandon Sims, Kaleigh Sims, AJ Welch, and chaperone Nora 
Rose who will be traveling to Piura, Peru this Fri Aug 4 – Fri  Aug 18.
The first group will be returning Aug 3; Sydney Rose returns with the 
second group. Your support and prayers are appreciated.

Federation of North American Explorers:  The staff of the St. 
Joseph FNE group will have an open house on Sat., Aug 12th at 10:00am in 
the parish hall.  Families and youth are cordially invited to learn more about 
our Catholic program for boys, girls, and volunteers.  For more information, 
see http://atlantafne.org



 St. Francis de Sales Parish
 Confessions 15 mins before weekday Masses: Sundays 6:45, 8:15 & 10:30am
 Baptism Contact the parish at least six weeks before birth.
 Marriage Contact the parish at least six months before the wedding.
 Legion of Mary meets Mondays at 7:00pm
 Rosary before 9:00am and 11:30am Sunday Masses
 Knights of Columbus meet 2nd Mon of month: Rosary 6:30pm, dinner, meeting     
 starts 7:30pm: https://kofcknights.org/CouncilSite/about.asp?CNO=14625
 Eucharistic Exposition Friday after evening Mass.
 Religious Education (CCD) Sundays at 10:15 (Sept-May).
 Columbian Squires: Circle meets on 2nd Sunday of the month at 1:15pm
 FNE: Female scouting grp meets Sat am: tsosj.fne.girlsgroup15@gmail.com

What is God like?
by Rev. J Edgar Burns @ 1962

Continued…

Human Notions of God

If God has become an imaginary figment of many moderns, it is largely 
because the only God they ever knew was indeed the creature of their 
immediate social environment.  Whatever the reason may be – poor 
catechetical instruction in childhood, overly strict or indifferent parents, 
glib ridicule by the half-educated sophisticate – God usually emerges as a 
caricature of His ultimately incomprehensible self.

To some He is nothing more than a celestial IBM machine, automatically 
recording credits and debits and dispensing His grace only at the push of 
predetermined terrestrial buttons.

To others God is an ancient grandfather lodged in an overstuffed cloud and 
wakened from His somnolence on public occasions at which His name is 
solemnly invoked.

To many – far too many- He is a harsh, vindictive judge.  

Somerset Maugham once stated that he could not believe in a God who had 
neither humor nor common sense.  No one should be asked to believe in 
such a God.  Unfortuantely, God is widely represented in just this way and 
often by those least justified in doing so.

It is difficult, of course, for self-centered individuals not to feel confident 
that they know all about God.  Since, for them, nothing has more 
importance than the self, God must conform to that same self and be a sort 
of super-projection of it.  It is also very difficult to convince such people of 
their error.  After all, the reality of God does not come within the scope of 
our immediate knowledge and the stubborn man can always maintain that 
he sees nothing to contradict his view.  In any case, it is sufficiently clear 
that, regardless of their degree of intelligence, men, left to themselves, 
usually form an inadequate or a wholly debased notion of God.  

 

The CCD program will begin this year at 10:15am with catechist 
orientation in the classroom area on Aug 6, parent orientation on Aug13, 
and the first class on Aug 20.  Parents of CCD children are obliged by  the 
Archdiocese to complete and follow the instructions on the Parent 
Notification Form.  This form is available in the vestibule and the parish 
hall.  It must be filled out and returned by Aug 6.  

Registration for CCD classes is now taking place.  Registration  
forms are located in the vestibule and parish hall.  Please complete and 
return forms to the CCD box no later than Aug 6.  The CCD program needs 
catechists. New or inquiring catechists are encouraged to fill out a 
Catechist Information Form.  This form may be returned to the CCD box 
by Aug 6.  Catechists should plan to attend the catechist orientation on 
Aug 6.  CCD parents should attend the parent orientation on Aug13.    

Congratulations to Anthony Folds, Victor Severson, William Ayers, 
and Joshua Montone who were invested in the Columbian Squires at St. 
Francis de Sales.  If you have a son aged 10 to 18 who would like to 
become a Squire, please see any Squire for information.  

Please pray for Lisa Marks & Claire Reichard for improvement in their 
health.   

Any further knowledge of God must come from Him.  To the extent that He 
wishes to make Himself known.  

To be continued...
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